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The Hanged Man’s Song
Posted on October 1, 2004 by Editor
By Jeffrey Barlow <barlowj@pacificu.edu>
Editor, Interface
Sandford, John. The Hanged Man’s Song
New York: 2003
We have over the past very pleasant years at the Berglund Center for Internet Studies been able
to indulge our penchant for reading fiction that is, at best, on the fringes—the distant fringes—of
literature. Encouraged by occasional emails from similarly afflicted readers, we have continually
searched for fictional works that tell us something about the impact of the Internet.
The work currently under review, John Sandford’s The Hanged Man’s Song, comes closest to
our ideal of Internet-related fiction; much closer say, than previous works reviewed here,
including those of William Gibson, Neil Stephenson, Dan Brown, or R. J. Pineiro. [1] We find
Gibson and Stephenson too speculative to tell us much about the current impact of the Internet,
though fascinating when thinking about possible futures. Brown too often produces uni-
dimensional characters, and Pineiro seeks a less literate audience than our own. Doubtless there
is something in these, our opinions, to offend most of the millions of readers of these authors,
each of who has found his audience.
But The Hanged Man’s Song, which recently went into mass-market paperback, shows a very
experienced writer at the height of his craft. Although we refer to the author here as John
Sanford, this is actually the nom de plume of John Camp, a Pulitzer-prize winning journalist.
Camp/Sanford is probably best noted for his “Prey” series, featuring Lucas Davenport, a
policeman who has made sufficient money writing video games to drive a Porsche and
investigate whatever quirky crime catches his interest. And while these have clearly found a wide
audience—there are fifteen books in the series as of May 2004—it is the much shorter (four
books) “Kidd” series that interests us here. [2]
Kidd, the protagonist of the series, is essentially a White Hat hacker who finances himself through
industrial and political hacking, often of a rather questionable nature, so perhaps his hat is off-
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white. He works with a sometime-lover, LuEllen, a skilled cat burglar who is no better than she
need be.
Kidd has also, through the four novels, had ties to a wider world of skilled hackers who have
made brief appearances in most of the works. In The Hanged Man’s Song, they become the
center of the plot as the legendary “Bobby,” a hacker so skilled and reclusive that even his
closest friends have not met him, is somehow tracked down and killed. Bobby’s heavily
encrypted laptop, carrying sufficient information to get all the members of the ring imprisoned for
forever or worse, is lost. The search for the violent perpetrator leads Kidd and LuEllen through a
labyrinth of violent criminals and politicians.
The advantage of writing a character-driven series like the Kidd novel is that the author can
develop great depth to the fictional world the character inhabits. The disadvantage is that such
books easily become so self-referential as to exclude new readers. Even worse, the writer can
take his or her audience’s enthusiasm so for granted that the series becomes a sort of parody,
like the once-scintillating Spencer series of Robert Parker.
Sandford himself has come close to writing Kidd to death (I felt his last work,The Devil’s Code,
rather weak.), but with The Hanged Man’s Song he brings the series back on track and gives us
entirely believable and always entertaining glimpses into the criminal underworld of the hacker, his
prey, and those who prey upon him or her.
For those who like a lot of computer-related detail in their fiction, The Hanged Man’s Song is a
delight. Most of the Kidd novels can be found used at Amazon.com, and if you haven’t read
them yet, start at the beginning and watch both the character and computer-related crime
develop steadily with the Internet itself.
Footnotes:
[1] For reviews, see: William Gibson, Pattern Recognition found at:
http://bcis.pacificu.edu/journal/article.php?id=444;
For Brown, see our review Digital Fortress, found at:
http://bcis.pacificu.edu/journal/article.php?id=379;
For Stephenson see: Cryptonomicron, found at:
http://bcis.pacificu.edu/journal/article.php?id=443;
For Pineiro see:
http://bcis.pacificu.edu/journal/article.php?id=367.
[2] See Sanford’s website at: http://www.johnsandford.org/ Both the Prey and Kidd series are
listed chronologically at:http://www.johnsandford.org/listofbooks.html
This entry was posted in Uncategorized by Editor. Bookmark the permalink
[http://bcis.pacificu.edu/interface/?p=2992] .
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28 THOUGHTS ON “THE HANGED MAN’S SONG”
free money jokes
on January 29, 2014 at 10:01 PM said:
I really like reading a post that will make people
think. Also, many thanks for allowing for me to comment!
creator zombie
on January 31, 2014 at 8:38 PM said:
Write more, thats all I have to say. Literally, it seems as though you relied
on the video to make your point. You obviously know what youre talking
about, why waste your intelligence on just posting videos to
your blog when you could be giving us something informative
to read?
Randolph
on February 1, 2014 at 1:12 AM said:
My spouse and I stumbled over here coming from a different web address and thought I
may as well check things out. I like what I see so now i’m following you.
Look forward to going over your web page again.
sales video blog
on February 1, 2014 at 5:27 AM said:
Thanks for sharing your thoughts. I truly appreciate your efforts and I will be waiting for
your further write ups thank
you once again.
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blueprint park slope
on February 1, 2014 at 6:25 AM said:
I’m really impressed with your writing skills as well
as with the layout on your blog. Is this
a paid theme or did you customize it yourself?
Either way keep up the nice quality writing, it is rare to see a great blog like this one
these days.
Astrid
on February 1, 2014 at 6:47 AM said:
Hi! Do you use Twitter? I’d like to follow you if that would be
ok. I’m undoubtedly enjoying your blog and look forward to new posts.
how make money
on February 1, 2014 at 11:11 AM said:
I’m amazed, I must say. Seldom do I come across a blog that’s both
educative and engaging, and without a doubt, you’ve hit
the nail on the head. The issue is an issue that too few people are speaking intelligently
about.
Now i’m very happy I came across this in my hunt for something concerning this.
1000 loan bad credit
on February 1, 2014 at 2:11 PM said:
Thanks for your personal marvelous posting! I certainly enjoyed reading it, you might be a
great author.
I will be sure to bookmark your blog and definitely will come back later on.
I want to encourage you to ultimately continue your
great work, have a nice morning!
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android application development company india
on February 2, 2014 at 9:11 PM said:
Thanks for the auspicious writeup. It actually was once a leisure account it.
Look complex to far introduced agreeable from you!
By the way, how could we be in contact?
Elsie
on February 2, 2014 at 10:04 PM said:
I am curious to find out what blog platform you’re working with?
I’m experiencing some minor security problems with my latest blog and
I would like to find something more risk-free. Do you have any solutions?
work online reading emails
on February 3, 2014 at 1:01 AM said:
It’s hard to find well-informed people on this subject, but you sound like
you know what you’re talking about! Thanks
social network
on February 3, 2014 at 1:48 AM said:
I could be beating a dead horse, but thank you for posting this!
plotki
on February 3, 2014 at 1:54 AM said:
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Thank you for your very good writeup. It actually was a amusement account it. Seem
advanced to far added agreeable from you! However, how can we communicate?
gold ira rollover
on February 3, 2014 at 7:13 AM said:
Pretty section of content. I simply stumbled upon your web site and in accession capital
to say that I acquire in fact enjoyed account your weblog posts.
Any way I will be subscribing for your augment or even I fulfillment you get
right of entry to constantly quickly.
work from home loan officer
on February 3, 2014 at 1:24 PM said:
Simply want to say your article is as amazing. The clearness in your post is just nice and i
can assume you’re an expert on this subject. Fine with your permission allow me to grab
your feed to keep updated with forthcoming post.
Thanks a million and please keep up the rewarding work.
gold Element
on February 3, 2014 at 9:21 PM said:
I am not sure where you’re getting your info,
but good topic. I needs to spend some time learning more or understanding more.
Thanks for wonderful info I was looking for this info for my mission.
Leonor
on February 3, 2014 at 10:36 PM said:
This site was… how do you say it? Relevant!! Finally I’ve found something
that helped me. Appreciate it!
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Ambrose
on February 4, 2014 at 7:26 AM said:
Thanks for sharing your thoughts about teagames
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Melodee
on February 4, 2014 at 9:22 AM said:
Thanks , I’ve recently been searching for info approximately this subject for a while and
yours is the greatest I have found
out so far. However, what concerning the bottom line? Are you positive concerning the
supply?
social network games
on February 4, 2014 at 11:29 AM said:
Wow, superb blog layout! How long have you been blogging for?
you made blogging look easy. The overall look of your web site is wonderful,
as well as the content!
Leilani
on February 4, 2014 at 12:20 PM said:
It is perfect time to make a few plans for the long
run and it is time to be happy. I’ve read this publish and if I could I wish to suggest you
few attention-grabbing issues or suggestions.
Maybe you can write subsequent articles referring to this article.
I wish to learn even more things about it!
Money pictures
on February 4, 2014 at 12:37 PM said:
I’m not sure where you’re getting your information, but
great topic. I needs to spend some time learning much more
or understanding more. Thanks for magnificent info I was
looking for this information for my mission.
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Magdalena
on February 4, 2014 at 12:59 PM said:
I’m really loving the theme/design of your blog.
Do you ever run into any browser compatibility issues?
A number of my blog visitors have complained about my website not operating correctly
in Explorer
but looks great in Safari. Do you have any ideas to help fix this issue?
Dominga
on February 4, 2014 at 8:20 PM said:
Appreciation to my father who shared with me regarding this blog, this webpage is truly
awesome.
online money
on February 4, 2014 at 11:17 PM said:
Appreciate this post. Will try it out.
attraction candle spell
on February 5, 2014 at 1:56 AM said:
Hello there! This is kind of off topic but I need some advice from an
established blog. Is it very difficult to set up your own blog?
I’m not very techincal but I can figure things out pretty fast.
I’m thinking about making my own but I’m not sure where to start.
Do you have any tips or suggestions? Many thanks
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Rusty
on February 5, 2014 at 2:12 AM said:
Howdy fantastic website! Does running a blog like this require a massive amount work?
I’ve very little expertise in computer programming but I was hoping to start my
own blog in the near future. Anyway, should you have any recommendations or tips for
new blog owners please
share. I understand this is off topic nevertheless I simply needed to ask.
Kudos!
Website Citation Builder
on February 5, 2014 at 7:08 AM said:
When some one searches for his required thing, therefore
he/she wants to be available that in detail, thus
that thing is maintained over here.
